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 Indo-Aryan Languages
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Languages of India and neighbouring countries
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Different scripts used in india
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India’s languages use a number of scripts, though only about 30 of the 1,600
languages are written down. Some of the major scripts used in Indian
languages,including inscriptions, are Brahmi, Kharoshthi, Sharada, Devanagari,
Dravida, Old Tamil,Perso-Arabic.
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(i) It is primarily speech. Consider our words for language: bhasa,
vak, vani, boli etc. All assert that language is speech (writing is
secondary as it represents speech).
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(i) It is the means of thought — thinking is not possible without
language.
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(iii) It constructs for each of us things, experiences, emotions and
ideas by naming them. With these we know things that are not
present physically. Someone utters the word ‘cow’ and we see in our
\mind the picture of a particular animal and can describe it at length.
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[S'iksé (phonetics) ]

[Chanda (prosody) ]
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Siksa
. e Explains the causes of the
(PhonetICS) for?n of a letter - Sthér::a,

karana prayatna

e Phonetics, the science of
speech-sounds, developed in
response to the need to e Describes the process of the
preserve and articulate pronouncing letters
accurately the Vedic hymns
(mantras) in the oral tradition.

e Defines the characteristics e Explains the subtle details of the
of letters actions involved in pronunciation
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Siksa
Places of articulation
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Siksa
Places of articulation contd...
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Mahesvara Sutrani o e

Sivasiatra/Maheshwara Sutra
Is believed to have originated
from Siva’s dance.

Siva, the Lord of Dance, with
a view to bless the sages
Sanaka and so on, played on
His damaria [double-sided
drum] fourteen times, from
which emerged the following
fourteen siitras.
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Nirukta (Etymology)

Nirukta is the science of study of the meaning of words used In
texts. It was composed by Yaska (9th century BCE). Itis a
commentary on Nighantu, a classified list of Vedic words
compiled by Yaska himself. The text 1s composed 1n the form

of a discussion.
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VVyakarana (Grammar)

The tradition holds that there was a long tradition of
grammatical thinking before Panini. Panini (7th
century BCE) in the Astadhyayi refers to the works of
ten grammarians such as Apisali, Kasyapa, Gargya
and others. Eighty-five grammarians before Panini
are Rhown to us by name.

Panini’s Astadhyayt is a grammar of both the spoken
language (laukikl) and the compositional language
(vaidiki). It is composed in the sutra (abbreviated and
exact) style and contains around 4,000 sUtras. As
these sutras are arranged into eight chapters, hence
the text is called Astadhyayt (asta-adhyayi, ‘eight
chapters’).
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Chandas (Prosody)

The Vedas are also India’s first literary compositions and the
Vedic seers are the first poets. A major portion of the Vedic
compositions is metrical. So the science of prosody also
developed in India in very early times. In oral traditions, prosody
also helps to maintain the text as it is. A change occurring in a
versified text in course of time can be easily traced as it disturbs
the rhythm (flow) of the text. Sage Pingala, supposed to be a
contemporary of Panini, had composed a prosody text called
Pingala-siitra or Chanda-sutra.



