


When a large number of human beings live together, 
there is need for some rules and regulations because 
human nature is such that matsya nyāya, ‘the big fish 
eats the small fish’, prevails, i.e., it is in the nature of 
things that the strong will exploit the weak.
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• There was a hierarchy of
assemblies, samitis,
beginning with the village
and going up through a
whole group of villages, that
is the whole community, to
finally all the communities
together janapadas.

• Panini uses the word
janapada and refers by name
to eighteen janapadas spread
across north India.
Republican forms of
government were well
established in ancient India.




